
The donut at the end of the bat…November 6, 2020 
 
 
Best 'Cats" 
 
*No school - November 11, Veteran's Day.   If you have a moment, reminders to our learners of 
the unique and complete sacrifice of our service men and women, can make this day more than a 
holiday.   
 
*Thanks to all for the extra expense and resources you have had to provide this year in masks, 
water bottles, etc.   We will also do our best here to have extras when possible - but just some 
reminders:  if a learner can have 2-3 masks to change each day, that is optimum.   We provide a 
bottle of water if a student doesn't have a water bottle.   Thanks again - all have been 
indispensable in support. 
 
*More gratitude for your conference participation.   Please indulge my comparative review, but I 
think it fairly accurate after 40 years of education wonder and fortune.   Brookings has not only 
the highest expectations, but different expectations.   Our community is promised and deserves 
an altitude of instruction that not many school districts can boast.   The dialogue I was privy to or 
reviewed with our facilitators is at such an elevation, it is quite startling and amazing.   And it 
must continue to be the blueprint for our schools.  Typical conferences focus on much social and 
much data - ours have that element, but the elevated conversations of instruction are incredible 
and a model of the triangle of student success:  parent, staff, student.  This place spurs the best, 
and the best of the best.   My luck to serve here. 
 
*Covid update - we had 16 students and one staff member out with Covid-related issues as of 
Friday.   Seven can return on Monday.  Despite a 50 percent positivity rate in our state at times, 
Camelot, because of your promotion and willing endorsement of our protocols, continues to 
sustain a safe environment.    
 
*In relation to the above, it appears our reprieve from the natural cold of our latitude will be 
over.   Keep sending learners with appropriate winter wear next week and into the future.   That 
can only help our quest to keep our precious ones healthy and our school open.  
 
** This has been hard - yes, school, but everywhere for everybody.   And we have a ways to 
go.  So here is a metaphor.  Watch the baseball/softball player in the on-deck circle.   At the end 
of the bat, the donut.   A weight making the bat heavier.  Thus, at least giving the batter the 
impression, when removed, the bat is lighter and easier to swing.   When this is over, and that 
covid-donut weight is lifted, think of how much easier it will be to swing, to teach, to learn,  to 
live.   Keep an eye on the horizon, the batter box at the end of this era, and be ready to keep 
hitting home runs - much lighter and much easier to swing.   Keep swingin' 
 
Your loyal and willing servant of the Camelot and Brookings Community - Kevin 
 


